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CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

 
Regular Meeting of the City Council was held remotely on Monday evening, February 1, 2021. 
  

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Council President Kazinskas called the meeting to order at 7:30 o’clock p.m.  
 

CALL OF THE ROLL 
 

City Clerk Titi Siriphan called the Roll of Members. Eleven (11) Councillors were present 
including Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, 
Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, Elizabeth 
Kazinskas, George Tyros, and James Walsh.   

 
 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the Opening Prayer. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”. 
 

OPEN MEETING RECORDING & PUBLIC RECORDS ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

President Kazinskas announced that pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order 
Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §20, and the Governor’s 
March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may gather in 
one place, this meeting of the Gardner City Council will be conducted via remote participation 
and broadcast live on Gardner Educational Television, Channel 8, and on the City’s YouTube 
Channel. The audio or video recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of 
proceedings will be posted on the City’s website as soon as possible after the meeting.  She 
added that since the meeting is being conducted via Zoom, that all votes taken would be by 
roll call and asked Councillors to raise their hands to be recognized.  

 
READING & ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on call 
of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to waive reading 
and to accept the Minutes of the January 19, 2021 as printed. 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

 

#10389 
Submission of the State of the City Address for File. 
 
President Kazinskas apologized to the Mayor because she meant to mention this at the end of 
the last meeting under new business and didn’t.  
 
Councillor Walsh stated that he would like to congratulate the Mayor on the first State of the 
City Address. It was well prepared, thought out well, and well delivered. It touched on a 
variety of topics. 
 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of President Kazinskas, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to place the State of the City Address for File. 
 
 
 

ORDERS 
#10390 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. He stated that this was 
part of the continuation of the downtown water and improvement projects from last year. It 
will take care of the sidewalks, street lighting, the ADA compliant ramps, and safety 
signaling and improvements on the West Street parking lot. This is a timely important 
project to go along with the water main projects as they are completed. 
 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Authorization: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM FREE CASH TO DOWNTOWN 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT PHASE II ACCOUNT. 

 
ORDERED: That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of One Hundred Fifty-Five 
Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($155,000.00) from Free Cash to Downtown Infrastructure 
Project Phase II Account. 
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Presented to the Mayor for Approval – February 3, 2021 
Approved – February 3, 2021 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 

#10391 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. He stated that this was a 
Smart Street Program. It will also include a hawk signaling which are bright strobe lights to 
be placed by the hospital. This will help improve pedestrian safety. The project will need to 
go out to bid very soon. 
 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Authorization: 
 
AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM FREE CASH TO COMPLETE STREET EXPENSE 
ACCOUNT. 
 
ORDERED: That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars and 
No Cents ($200,000.00) from Free Cash to Complete Street Expense Account. 
 
Presented to the Mayor for Approval – February 3, 2021 
Approved – February 3, 2021 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 

#10392 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. He stated that this was the 
City’s share of $445,000.00 project. The remainder of which would be funded by the Mass 
Trails Program. It’s an application for this grant that would provide design services for 
extending the bike trail or multi-use path from the old National Grid substation on Park 
Street. 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM FREE CASH TO MASS TRAIL 
IMPROVEMENT EXPENSE ACCOUNT. 

 
ORDERED: That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of One Hundred Forty Five Thousand 
Five Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($145,500.00) from Free Cash to Mass Trail Improvement 
Expense Account. 
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Presented to the Mayor for Approval – February 3, 2021 
Approved – February 3, 2021 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 

PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 
                             

#10393 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
call of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 
James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 
Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to place on 
file A Communication from the Mayor Relative to the Appointment of Kevin McInerney  to 
the position of Contributory Retirement Board for term expiring 1/26/2024. 
 
Worcester, ss.                  February 4, 2021 
 

 Then personally appeared KEVIN MCINERNEY and made oath that she would faithfully and 
impartially perform the duties of CONTRIBUTORY RETIREMENT BOARD according to law and the 
best of his abilities.  
 

Before me, 
      /s/ Faith A. Glover, Assistant City Clerk 
 

                  
#10394 
On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Judy Mack, it was 
voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to schedule a 
Public Hearing and to Refer to the Public Service Committee for study and report the Petition 
by National Grid and Verizon New England, Inc. to install one (1) JO Pole on Manca Drive 
beginning at a point approximately 485 feet south of the centerline of the intersection of West 
Broadway and Manca Drive and continuing approximately 17 feet in an east direction. 
Installing one (1) JO Pole in the public way of Manca Drive for commercial service of 440 
West Broadway 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Councillor Boudreau stated that he wanted to share some information for the residents of 
Ward 3 regarding 177 West Street: 

• This property has been a long standing issue and safety concerns that have increased  
• If the building were to collapse it would fall onto Custom Auto Body building, the 

building next door or into the street  
• Mayor Nicholson has reached out to the Mass Department of Environmental 

Protection to seek potential grant funding to assist with the possible chemical 
removal and demolition of this property 

• He would like to thank Mayor Nicholson, Community Development and Planning 
Department, Building Department, and the Fire Department for their attention to this 
matter. He hopes it can be dealt with  

Additionally, Councillor Boudreau mentioned that he would like to join two of his 
colleagues in stating something that he should have stated two weeks ago: 

• He finds it ludicrous in nature that the City Solicitor would ask the City Council not 
speak on an issue that he personally has no privileged information on at all 

• This is the second time this request was made to him. Once in 2017 and one this year 
• In 2017 he brought a coil into the meeting and he was speaking about the issues a 

number of constituents in his ward were going through. Without any privileged 
information, without any information of lawsuits the he was aware of, he only had 
information portrayed to him by moving into Ward 3 

• At that time, he didn’t know his rights were as a City Councillor, so he stopped 
speaking about it. Every time someone would bring this issue up to him, he would tell 
the constituents that they can’t talk about it, and file with the City Clerk’s Office 

• Looking back, he believes it was not right and inappropriate for him not to speak 
about this issue two weeks ago when Councillor Mack and Graves did. He commends 
them for bringing it up again. 

 
Councillor Dernalowicz wanted to congratulate Judge Mark Goldstein for being appointed at 
the Gardner District Court as the first justice, a former attorney in town. 
 
Councillor James Boone would like to thank Councillor Boudreau for bringing up his 
thoughts and opinions to the committee and public. Would like everyone to be safe out there 
with the first February storm going on. 
 
Councillor Graves mentioned that Governor Baker signed a new law a few weeks ago that 
will change a lot of the zoning:   

• It will change section 5, chapter 48.  
• The purpose of it is to facilitate permitting and housing development in communities.  
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• One change will be for certain zoning changes regarding votes going from two-thirds 
to majority vote.  

• He is looking forward to getting some guidance from the law department as to how 
these changes are going to affect this City Council and the other boards and 
commissions in the city.  

 
Councillor Walsh mentioned the changes to the zoning enabling act, chapter 40A that was 
passed by the Governor recently. He inquired about this earlier in the day with the City 
Solicitor as well as the Planning Director and learned in response that the department of 
housing and urban development is preparing for municipalities a comprehensive survey and 
analysis.  It will provide guidance to all the cities and town about the manner which we will 
be affected by the various provisions in the amendments. The directors indicated that they 
will share that information with the Council upon receipt. 
 
Councillor Ronald Cormier stated that he noticed that the Mayor and his cohorts have been 
trying to keep the public informed regarding the vaccination for the COVID 19 and would 
like to thank him for the efforts they’ve made. It has been a confusing situation. The rollout 
has not exactly been smooth and many of the constituents need help and they are trying to 
provide that. 
 
President Kazinskas would like to echo what Councillor Ronald Cormier said about vaccine 
information and the city’s efforts to be sure that our residents are informed and notified 
about the day by day, sometimes hour by hour process. She understands that the rollout was 
challenging and frustration for a lot of people and she appreciates that the city is doing its 
part to keep the residents informed and offering assistance as well.  
 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in the Closing Prayer. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Alexsander 
Dernalowicz, on call of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas 
and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander 
Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James 
Walsh, to adjourn at 8:04 p.m. 
 
Accepted by the City Council:  February 16, 2021 
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 City of Gardner, Massachusetts 
Office of the City Council 

~~~~~~~ 
CALENDAR FOR THE MEETING 

of 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2021 

 

REMOTELY* 
7:30 P.M. 

 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS  
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
II. CALL OF THE ROLL OF COUNCILLORS 
 
III. OPENING PRAYER 
 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
V. ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPEN MEETING RECORDINGS 
 

Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may transmit the meeting through any medium, subject to reasonable 
requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used so as not to interfere with the conduct of the meeting.  Any person 
intending to make such recording shall notify the Chair forthwith.  All documents and exhibits used or referenced at the meeting must be submitted in 
duplicate to the City Clerk, as they become part of the Meeting Minutes. 

 
VI. READING OF MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETING(S) 
 

Reading and Approval of the Minutes of the January 19, 2021 Regular Meeting. 
 
VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 
   

COMMUNICATION 
 

10389 – Submission of the State of the City Address for File. 
 
ORDERS 
 
10390 – An Order Appropriating $155,000.00 from Free Cash to Downtown 

Infrastructure Project Phase II Account (Finance Committee). 
 
10391 – An Order Appropriating $200,000.00 from Free Cash to Complete Street 

Expense Account (Finance Committee). 
 
10392 – An Order Appropriating $145,500.00 from Free Cash to Mass Trail 

Improvement Expense Account (Finance Committee). 
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IX. PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 
 

 
10393 – A Communication from the Mayor Relative to the Appointment of Kevin 

McInerney to the position of Contributory Retirement Board for term expiring 
1/26/2024.  

 
10394 – A Petition by National Grid and Verizon New England, Inc. to install one (1) 

JO Pole on Manca Drive beginning at a point approximately 485 feet south of 
the centerline of the intersection of West Broadway and Manca Drive and 
continuing approximately 17 feet in an east direction. Installing one (1) JO 
Pole in the public way of Manca Drive for commercial service of 440 West 
Broadway (Public Hearing Required). 

 
X.    REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES   
 
XI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND MATTERS FOR RECONSIDERATION 
 
XII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
XIII. CLOSING PRAYER 
 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Items listed on the Council Calendar are those reasonably anticipated by the Council President to be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed 
may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.   
 

*Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §20, and 
the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of 
the Gardner City Council will be conducted via remote participation and broadcast live on Gardner Educational Television, Channel 
8, and on the City’s YouTube Channel. The audio or video recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of proceedings will be 
posted on the City’s website as soon as possible after the meeting.  
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Regular Meeting of the City Council was held remotely on Tuesday evening, January 19, 2021. 
  

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Council President Kazinskas called the meeting to order at 7:30 o’clock p.m.  
 

CALL OF THE ROLL 
 

City Clerk Titi Siriphan called the Roll of Members. Eleven (11) Councillors were present 
including Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, 
Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, Elizabeth 
Kazinskas, George Tyros, and James Walsh.   

 
 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the Opening Prayer. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”. 
 

OPEN MEETING RECORDING & PUBLIC RECORDS ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

President Kazinskas announced that pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order 
Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §20, and the Governor’s 
March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may gather in 
one place, this meeting of the Gardner City Council will be conducted via remote participation 
and broadcast live on Gardner Educational Television, Channel 8, and on the City’s YouTube 
Channel. The audio or video recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of 
proceedings will be posted on the City’s website as soon as possible after the meeting.  She 
added that since the meeting is being conducted via Zoom, that all votes taken would be by 
roll call and asked Councillors to raise their hands to be recognized.  

 
READING & ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on call 
of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to waive reading 
and to accept the Minutes of the January 4, 2021 as printed. 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
#10385 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to confirm the following Appointment received from the 
Mayor: 
 

ROLAND JEAN, JR. to the position of BUILDING COMMISSIONER for the term 
expiring January 17, 2024. 
 

 

Worcester, ss.                            January 20, 2021 
 

       
Then personally appeared ROLAND JEAN, JR. and made oath that he would faithfully 

and impartially perform the duties of BUILDING COMMISSIONER according to law and the 
best of his abilities.  

Before me, 
      /s/ Faith A. Glover, Assistant City Clerk 
 
 

ORDERS 
#10386 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. He stated that this bill was 
received late and went to the previous Treasurer during the transition of the new Treasurer. 
Appropriations for this budget will require Council approval to approve this vote. 
 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Authorization: 
 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF PRIOR YEAR EXPENDITURE 
 

VOTED:   To authorize payment of prior year 
expenditure. 
Account for prior years, as follows: 

 
FY2020               City Treasurer's Prof. Fee                 $49. 21 
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Presented to the Mayor for Approval – January 20, 2021 
Approved – January 20, 2021 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 
#10387 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Mayor’s request to Leave to Withdraw 
this Order. The building located at 177 West Street has been in tax title for several years: 

• The building is in bad disrepair 
• Owners on record have passed away 
• Probate court needs to decide who the heirs are 

 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, nine (9) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, 
Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh; two (2) 
nays, Councillors Nathan Boudreau and Scott Joseph Graves to Leave to Withdraw the 
following Order: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM FREE CASH TO MAYOR’S UNCLASSIFIED 
BUILDING DEMO ACCOUNT. 
 
ORDERED: That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of Two Hundred Sixty-
Five Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($265,000.00) from Free Cash to Mayor’s 
Unclassified Building Demo Account. 
 
 

 
PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 

                             
#10388 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend a Measure Authorizing the Mayor to Execute 
Community Development Housing Rehabilitation Program Subordination for Case #11-293. 
He stated that the owner wants to refinance for a lower rate and that this lien on property 
requires Council approval and Mayor’s signature. 
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On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Authorization: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS, in the opinion of the City Council of the City of Gardner that the intent 
and purpose of the Community Development Housing Rehabilitation Program is to 
maintain safe, affordable housing units for low to moderate income families by 
financially assisting owners of such properties, it is therefore resolved that: 
 
The Mayor is duly authorized to execute the Subordination for case #11-293 in 
amount of 
 
$26,000.00 subject to review and approval as to form by the City Solicitor. The term 
of the loan is 15 years expiring on November 13th, 2028.  

 
Presented to the Mayor for Approval – January 20, 2021 
Approved – January 20, 2021 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
#10381 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, nine (9) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James 
Walsh; two (2) nays, Councillor James Boone and Scott Joseph Graves to confirm the following 
Appointment received from the Mayor: 
 

ETHAN KOLODNY to the position of ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITOR for the term 
expiring January 3, 2022. 
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Worcester, ss.                            January 22, 2021 
 

       
Then personally appeared ETHAN KOLODNY and made oath that he would faithfully 

and impartially perform the duties of ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITOR according to law and the 
best of his abilities.  

Before me, 
      /s/ John A. Olivari, Assistant City Clerk 
 

 
 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Councillor James Boone stated that his video was not working so he had to call into the 
meeting. He was unable to raise his hand and express his concerns regarding the previous 
appointment for Assistant City Solicitor. He is not in favor of the appointment. 
 
Councillor Scott Joseph Graves mentioned the issues regarding copper heating coils: 

• He said “I think everybody in this city knows about a problem that the city has, going 
back to 1994. It has to do with copper heating coils in this city. There has been a 
problem for some time, regarding, basically the dissolving of the copper in our 
residents furnaces and their heating elements. It’s been going on for a long time and 
this city council has, I think zero updates. There might have been one, I can’t 
remember, but since 1994, well I’ve been here since I was City Solicitor in 99 and that 
issue didn’t come up when I was City Solicitor, but there’s been a recent lawsuit 
issued by, I mean a recent court decision issued by the supreme judicial court. In that,   
we don’t have any information so I’m just going on what the opinion says from the 
SJC and it says that the matter had been going on since 1994. I sent out a letter this 
weekend because I was waiting to hear from somebody about this supreme judicial 
court opinion and nobody has told the city council anything about it. Unless 
somebody else on the city council has received information. I’ve received nothing 
since I’ve been a City Councillor, except I think we had one executive session 
meeting years ago or a few years ago and nothing was really said to us. Nothing in 
terms of these allegations that are raised in the SJC case, so tonight Attorney Flick has 
issued a gag order against the City Council, and I responded by saying that there’s 
nobody that can tell a City Council what to do. The City Solicitor can give advice if 
he wants but there’s nobody above the City Council. We’re a branch of this 
government with a legislative branch and every City Councillor knows how to do her 
or his job and nobody can tell her or him how to do it. There’s also implication of first 
amendment rights here. Our job as City Council is to share information with our 
public. If the citizenry wants to know what’s going on, it’s our job to tell them. It’s 
our job to get the information and inform the citizens what’s going on. We’re not 
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supposed to do it behind closed doors, we’re not supposed to be secretive, and we’re 
not supposed to conceal stuff. We each have a first amendment freedom of speech, 
which is enforceable against this city through the 14th amendment, so what I just 
want the City Council is to, well I hope the Council President will access section 45-3 
of our City Council ordinance which allows us to obtain our own legal counsel. I 
think the City Council need its own legal counsel on this issue because we are totally 
kept in the dark and now we have a gag order telling us we can’t talk about it. It’s 
telling us we can’t even talk to each other about it. That is absolutely insane and I 
think it’s unconstitutional. That’s my opinion. Anyways, I hope the Council President 
will look at section, which I’m looking at right now, section 45-3, and hopefully there 
is money in the budget for the City Council to obtain its own legal counsel. Thank 
you. Good night everybody.” 
 

Councillor Judy Mack welcomed the new City Clerk: 
• Believes that the council shouldn’t have to read the SJC report on social media. She 

should have been informed by the City Solicitor before reading this online 
• Communication needs to be improved between the Legal Department and City 

Council 
• Does not believe the city needs another attorney to be involved with all these issues. 

Some kind of dialogue needs to be brought up with the Mayor because a lot of money 
is spent on the legal department 

 
Councillor James Walsh stated that the position for Assistant City Solicitor has been in place 
for many years. Serving as a City Solicitor himself, he believed the addition of an Assistant 
City Solicitor is valuable and serves the city well. One last thing he would like to mention is 
that tomorrow is inauguration day. He hopes that it will be safe, securely and a peaceful 
transfer of power to a new administration. 
 
President Kazinskas acknowledged that Councillor Boone had camera issues and couldn’t 
comment on an item on the agenda. She understands people have different views regarding 
the Assistant City Solicitor. With her experience and personal observation, she believes an 
Assistant City Solicitor is valuable to the city. 
 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in the Closing Prayer. 
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CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Judy Mack, on call 
of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adjourn at 8:06 
p.m. 
 
Accepted by the City Council: February 1, 2021 
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